THREE FIFTEEN-MINUTE ACTIVITIES FOR BEGINNING FOREIGNlANGUAGE STUDENTS: READING, WRITING, AND ARITHMmC
lyle R. Polly
I would like to share three classroom activities I have used successfully with my first-year French class. Because any teacher of a modem
foreign language wishing to inject a !title variety into some normally
routine exercises can use these activities, I will give my examples in
Enslish.
The first activity deals with reading comprehension and is a simple
variation of what my youngest daughter does in second grade: she reads
written directions and follows them. From ner finished product, usually
a picture, the teacher can determine if she understood the verb, noun,
preposition, etc., of the written sentence. This is what I do. I distribute
a dittoed sheet on which I have drawn some familiar objects, e.g., a
table, a dog, a chair, some windows, etc. Below I write sentences, in
French, which test, for example, the student's comprehension of prepositions as well as recently studied nouns: 1. Draw a cat on (beside under,
etc.) the table, 2. Put two boys in the chair, 3. Put the dog near the
table, 4. Close the window far from the chair, etc. Correcting this type
of exercise is even fun.
I have found that writing exercises frequently fall into two categories:
1. they are either slight variations of the introductory dialogues (the
students, therefore, need only to substitute a word or verb form in the
material at the beginning of the chapter), of 2. they demand grammatical
skills not yet learned (very frustrating for both student and teacher). As
a change of pace in writing exercises, usually toward the end of the
second semester, I have used this activity. I distribute copies of a short
narrative poem (so far I have used Le Pelican of Desnos and Dejeuner clu
Matin of Prevert) and ask one or two students to read it aloud. When I
know the class understands any difficult vocabulary or grammatical constructions, I tell the class to rewrite the poem into prose. Because I have
tried to select poems reflecting the poet's verbal sobriety, the students
must generate some "filler;" the students identify and describe the couple
in the Prevert poem and hint at their source of ·conflict; they tell why
Captain Johnathan came to the Orient and how he came upon the first
of a series of pelican eggs. The more imaginative the student is, the more
developed the "poem-prose" is. Furthermore, this activity is just a refresh-
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ing change from the regular classroom work, or it can be something
different to do as homework.
My final activity deals with drilling numbers, a very difficult skill
to master in a foreign language. When the class has succeeded in reaching
the number one hundred, the students are pretty well burned out on
math problems and How-many-books-are-in-the-libraryl questions. For
added variety, therefore, I bring to class a handful of French centimes
(here is an opportunity for culture with a small "c''), having the following
denominations: 5, 10, 20, 50 (1/2 franc), and 100 (one franc). Spreading
them out on my desk, I call a student to the front of the class and say:
Count to one hundred by fives (tens, twenties); Do you have change for
one frand; A bottle of wine costs 8F50. I give you a 10 F bill. How much
do you give mel I think that when dealing with tangible units such as
coins, students are put in a much more meaningful context.
Lyle R. Polly
Dept. of Foreign Languages

Southwest Missouri State University
Springfield, MO 65802

~ Northeast Conference

~ on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
~ 27th Annual Meeting

~
~

OUR PROFESSION: PRESENT STATUS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Chairman: John L. D. Clark of ETS

-~

~

tJ
~

April17·20,1980, at the New York Hilton Hotel, New York City

Make sure to keep a place open on your calendar and in your budget for the Northeast
Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. Join the 2.500 other teachers who
will be with us in April to see the latest exhibition of texts, audio-visual equipment and
materials. teaching aids, and study proQrams.
Discover the state-of-the-art in foreign language teaching at the nation's oldest and
largest foreign language conference. For program information write:

~-N_o_r_th_e_a_st_C_on_f_e_re_n_c_e_·_B_o_x_6_23_·M_id_d_le_b_u--=ry~,_V_T_0_5_7_53~
36

NALLD Journal

WHY
FERRITE
HEADS?
Because they're better and last much longer (like 200 times
longer) than ordinary permalloy heads.
Sony uses only the best materials in their duplicating equipment, because anything less than the best would make the
equipment less than best.
The Sony model CCP-13 is used by the demanding
customer who is concerned about the quality of his duplicate
cassettes. Musicologists love this machine. Audio visual
people appreciate it. Our competitors respect it.
From a cassette master you make 3 highest-quality
duplicates in a single pass at 15 inches per second, automatic rewind is standard, all track configurations are duped,
and slave units are easily connected to give an additional 8
copies in the same run.

The SONY CCP-13
CasseHe

Duplicator
•
•
•
•
•
•

Versatile
Highest quality
Simple to operate
Reliable
Reliable
Reliable

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:

SON "X

®

LEARNING
SYSTEMS
IN CARE OF

educational electronics corporation

· 213 NORTH CEDAR· INGLEWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90301 . (213) 677-8167

THE AUDIO-VISUAL LANGUAGE JOURNAL
JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGETEACHING TECHNOLOGY
The Journal is published by the Audio-Visual Language Association and covers the fields of language-teaching, particularly in
relation to new methods and materials; applied linguistics; and
descriptive linguistics.
Editor:
Profes~or D. E. Ager,
Modem Languages
Department,
University of Aston in
Birmingham,
Gosta Green,
Birmingham B4 7ET.

Overseas subscriptions:
Mr. D. Coleman,
33 The Larun Beat,
Yarm,
North Yorkshire.

TOTAL INFORMATION
from
Language and Language

Behavior Abstracts
Lcnpy. infonnalivc English alnll'ac&s-rcprdless of source
lanJuase-which include authors" mailin& addresses.
Complete indic:a-aulhor name. book review. subjcc:t. and
periodicalsourc:a at your ftnprtips.
•
Numerous advertisements for books and journals of interest
to J&nsuase prac:titioncn.
NOW over 1200 periodicals scarc:hcd from 40 countries-in
l21anpp-from 25 disciplines.
Complete copy service for most articles.

ACCESS TO THE WORLD'S STUDIES ON LAN·
OUAOE-IN ONE CONVENIENT PLACE!

What's tbe altcmadYe?
Time consumina manual search thruuah du•ty. ino:umplele
an:hiva.
Limited ICCCSS tn fnrcian and •r«iali1.ed suurcco.
Need fnr prnfcui<tnaluanslatinnsln remain infnrmcd.

Malr.e sure YOU have acccu tn
lAN(ilJA(lF. ANI> I.AN(lliAGF. BJ:IIAVIOR AB·

STRA<IS when ynu need it .
l't'll complciC 1nfnrmalinn abuut turrcnl and batk vulumc•.
write In: P.O. Bna 22206. San Ute!''· ("A. 92122. USA

38

NALLD Journal

